MINISTRY OF BASIC EDUCATION

REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

ORDER No.'yg"l"\\g" \‘X% G L/ A/ MINEDUB/CAB OF2 1 SEP 2016 to lay down

specifications outlining technical modalities for the exercise of powers transferred by the State to
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Local Councils.
THE MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION,

the constitution;

Law No. 98/4 of 14 April 1998 to lay down Guidelines for Education in Cameroon;
Law No. 2004/017 of 22 July 2004 to lay down guidelines for decentralization;

Law No. 2004/018 of 22 July 2004 to lay down rules applicable to Local Councils;
Law No. 2009/011 of 10 July 2009 to lay down the regime of Decentralized Local
Authorities;

Decree No. 2004/275 of 24 September 2004 to lay down the Code of Public
Contracts;

Decree No. 2004/320 du 08 December 2004 to organize the Government, amended
and supplemented by decree No. 2007/268 of 7 September 2007;

Decree No. 2011/410 of 9 December 2011 to appoint the Government;

Decree No. 2012/268 of 11 June 2012 to organize the Ministry of Basic Education;
Decree No. 2016/1247/PM du 23 May 2016 to lay down modalities for the exercise
of certain powers transferred by the State to Local Councils in the area of literacy;
Decree No. 2016/1247/PM of 23 May 2016 to lay down modalities for the transfer
of certain powers by the State to Local Councils in the area of literacy;

Considering service requirements,

HEREBY ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:
CHAPTER |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. (1) This order lays down requirements specifying technical conditions and modalities for
the exercise of powers transferred by the State to Local Councils in the area of literacy.

(2) The provision of literacy is expressed through adults’ functional literacy and Non

Formal Basic Education.

Article 2.The following shall be considered as literacy activities transferred to Local Councils:

— the supply of literacy materials in the form of kits;

— the provision of school facilities in order to support literacy courses.

Article 3. For the purposes of this order, the following definitions shall apply.



School infrastructure
These specifically comprise classrooms in government nursery and primary schools, playgrounds as
well as latrines, wells and boreholes attached to the said schools.

Equipment in Literacy materials

This includes the acquisition, the supply, and the distribution of literacy material in the form of kits,
namely: blackboards, chalk, lesson note books, pens, pencils, erasers, graduated rulers, decameter
logbooks, reams of paper, hard files, and files. With straps staplers, audiovisual material-television
sets, video-projectors; interactive boards, agricultural material such as seeds fertilizers...to promote
the functional literacy of the population.

Literacy

Literacy is the act of teaching, in a given official or national language, reading and writing as well as
arithmetic. It is more a set of training and education activities that help to develop in the trainee
basic or life skills life-technical, professional, and social skills necessary for both the development of
the individual and sustainable development of his/her community and country.

Literacy includes the whole set of measures and actions designed in order to enable newly literate
people to permanently reinvest the knowledge and skills acquired within their environment so that
they can deal with their personal or professional problems and through other achievements, fit into
a lifelong further learning process.

Functional literacy

Functional literacy is a form of literacy and training of people whose age ranges between 15 years
and above. It is practiced outside classical schools and takes into account learners’ actual concerns
by targeting their well-being, their individual and collective development, as well as an increased
participation within their community and therefore their society.

Functional Literacy Center

A Functional Literacy Center (abbreviated as “FLC”) is a training or education structure set up within
a community (village, neighborhoods, unit...). Learners meet in such structures in order to acquire a

' body of knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to improve their living conditions. A person

responsible for the training of learners in a FLC is called a “Literacy Teacher” or “Facilitator”.

Non Formal Basic Education

Non Formal Basic Education(abbreviated as “NFBE”) refers in contrast to formal education to set of
activities or curricula organized outside the school system but geared towards specific educational
objectives for the benefit of children not attending school or early dropouts.

Non Formal Basic Education Center

A Non Formal Basic Education Center ( abbreviated as “NFBEC”) is a structure that brings together
children not attending school or early dropouts in view of providing them with quality basic
education which enables them to continue their education or learn a trade.



CHAPTER Il
TECHNICAL CONDITIONS AND MODALITIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHEMES FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF ILLITERACY AND THE USE OF SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE

ARTICLE 4.(1)Literacy and non formal basic education sessions shall in principle take place
throughout the year. :

(2) They shall depend on the specific situation of each region or local council, the needs
and aspirations of the beneficiary population.

ARTICLE 5.(1) Literary sessions take place after classes in government nursery and primary schools,

namely in the afternoon, for centers located in such schools.

(2) The days and hours of literacy sessions shall be set by the Head of the FLC or NFBEC, taking into
consideration the specific situation of the population concerned, and in close collaboration with the

said population.

ARTICLE 6. School infrastructure covered by this order shall be put at the disposal of the Head of
the FLC or NFBEC after the end of activities in government nursery and primary schools, by the Head-

teachers of the schools concerned.

ARTICLE 7. The Mayor shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of such infrastructure

during literacy sessions.

i

CHAPTER I

MISCELLANEOUS AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 8. Disputes or difficulties arising from the interpretation or implementation of this order shall
be referred to the representative of the State, and where appropriate, the Minister in charge of
Literacy.

Article 9. In case of failure of the Local Council to exercise the powers transferred, the Minister in
charge Literacy shall take all necessary steps to ensure the continuity of public service.

Article 10. This order shall be registered, published according to the procedure of urgency and
inserted in the Official Gazette in English and French.

31SIN]
L<,:,u§um"'

MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION



